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New Titles for Children and Young People 


Barrows, Marjorie. Pudgy, the little black bear; wiotene by Clarence Biers. Rand 
McNally, cl948. 25 p. 60 ¢. 

Another owing eye" book, that tells of the daily activities of a highly per- 
sonified bear. Little originality in theme, and style seems very forced (e.g., the 
over-use of sound words and repetitions). The novelty of the glowing eye will appeal 
more than the story although there seem to have been plenty of these. 


Carlson, Bernice Wells. The ior ty book; illus. by Magdelena Tolson. Abing~- 
don-Cokesbury, cl1948. 160 p. $2.00 K-gr. 7. 

This is a slightly enlarged edition of a 1939 publication, already starred in 
the Children's Catalog. 24 parties representing a variety of themes and holidays are 
described. Although a slight story form is used, this does not seem to interfere 
with the clarity of the party directions. Parties are simply handled and we lowest 
age when children can participate in each party is indicated. 

























Crowell, Pers. The first horseman; written and illus. by Pers Crowell. Whittlesey 

House , c19k8,. 95 De $2.50 Gr. 5-7. (Dee) 

. Imaginative story of how prehistoric man first tamed a stallion and used his — 
fleetnéss in hunting animals, now extinct. The plot of young Vuldar fulfilling the 
old chief's prophecy by catching and riding a "Fleet One" will intrigue young readers 
and the fine black and white illustrations have an appeal all their own. One draw- 
back is the picture book shape, which may deter older readers who would normally be 
interested in the story. Librarians should remember this and direct attention to 
the "horse" theme, the pictures, etc. 
















Daugherty, _— Hemry. ‘The wild wild west. McKay, cl948. 30 p. $2.50. Gr. 5-7. 

- A series of poetry sketches in Daugherty's fine epic and swashbuckling style 
showing very briefly the Westward movement, development of the railroad and finally 
unity among all men and nations. The pictures are typical Daugherty - half in brown 
and white. and half done in the bright colars that hold so much appeal aad his 
readers. Can: be read aloud in history class with good effect. 








Foster, Elizabeth. House at Noddy cove. (Houghton). Correct price $2.25; not 
$2.00 as originally listed. 
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~~ — In Bible days; illus. by Kathleen Voute. Macntillan, 01948. 

« $2.50 jhs 

the author uses a collection of Bible stories to give an understanding of the 
history, times and people that created the Jewish and Christian religions. The 
stories in proper sequence retain the flavor, dignity and frequently the text of 
the Bible but Miss Hartman has supplied enough clarifying and interpreting text to 
give young people an appreciation of this rich historical and religious tapestry. 
This is done in 189 pages of weli-spaced text so that the reader will not be "over- 
whelmed" by too great a volume of material. There is no index which indicates that 
the book is narrative history, not a reference or textbook. 


Karolyi, Erna M. A summer to remember; written and illus. by Erna M. Kdrolyi. 
Whittlesey house, C1949. 126 pe $2.00 Gr. 4-6, 

Margitka is a typical ten-and-a-half year old who never walked when she could 
run - and ran into trouble as often as she ran out of it. Life had been rather hard 
for her because of the war - and then came a wonderful summer when she was sent to 
Switzerland to live for three months with the Heims family. During these months 
Margitka learns the joy of helping others as well as being helped. The story gives 
@ good picture of modern Swiss life; of how the war has affected European children; 
and of pleasant, warm family relations. The tone of the book is much brighter and 
gayer than most books about post-war childhood although it gives just as true a 
picture of present day conditions. 


Keeler, Katherine (Southwick) Autumn comes to Meadow Brook Farm. Nelson, cl948. 
39 De $2.00. Gr. 2- 4, 
The third season has now rolled around te change the landscape and activities 
of the Allen farm. As in previous books a crowd of city children visit the farm 
and have the rich experience of apple-picking and picnicking in the crisp fall air. 
The pictures catch the spirit of the season as well-as the text. A very satis- 
factory set. 








lathrop, West. Keep the wagons moving! Illus. by Douglas Duer. Random house, 
1949. 337 p. $2.75 Jj&e&sha. 

In spite of its length this is a swift-paced,. exciting story of the 1846 trek 
to Oregon that should hold the interest of all: teen-age boys. The story is of two 
brothers who start for Oregon by different routes -. one with a wagon train and the 
other as the captive of an outlaw. Some adults may object to Jason's success in 
everything he attempts; however, it is doubtful if. boys will feel the same way. The 
incidents are plausible and are well handled. . °° 


McGinley, Phyllis. All around the town; illus. by Helen Stone. Lippincott, c1948. 
55 De $2.00 K-gr. 2. ie 
Here is a new kind of alphabet book.-- The series of very delightful verses and 
really stunning illustrations tell children about ‘city sights, sounds, feelings and 
activities. Although the atmosphere is really New York - the "feel" of any city is 
present. McGinley and Stone make a fine team! - 





Marriott, Alice. Indians on horseback; drawings by Margaret Lefranc. Crowell, 
1948. 136 Pe $2.50 Gr. 5-7 
The author, an ethnologist of note, has written'a simple and interesting book 
on the history, customs and culture of the Plains Indians. Chapter 10 is entitled 
"What the Plains Indians are doing now." Illustrations, - black and white line 
drawings - are excellent and authoritative for study of Indian life. 
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Newberry, Clare (Turlay). What's that? Harver,. ee 10 ‘p. $2.35. 6-18 months. 

An attractive but expensive baby's book. Despite the simplicity that mst 
characterize pictures in a cloth book, these animal pictures are still remarkably 
"Newberry" (e.g., the squirrel and the cat). The materials in the book are tested 
and contain nothing. injurious to children, Also: ‘washable . 


O'Neill, Hester. The picture story of the Philippines; pictures Te: Ursula Koering. 
McKay, cl9ké, Dp. $2.50 Gr. 5-7. 

Commencing with the Fourth of July in the Philippines, a series of chapters 
presents all phases of government, social life and customs of the islands. . Although 
the book is rich in pictures (work and otherwise) the term "picture story” must not 
be construed as meaning for the picture-book age. The text is as simple as possible 
but it will still be at least 5th grade level. 


Pickard, Vera. Mr. Hobbs can fix it; illus. by Mary-Amy Orpen. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
Mr. Hobbs is the sort of person we meet once during our childhood and ever 
after hold in an honored place, - that kindly man who can fix ailing goods, bodies | 
and spirits. The whole neighborhood is his family and everyone turns to him for. 
help. This is a heart-warming little story of how he he}ps 7-year old Randy to 
solve his problems, breaks a Scottie dog of a bad habit, and satisfies everyone 
without going against parental authority. Cen be read alone by second graders. 





Porter, Ella Williems. Footprints on the sand. Macmillan, cl949. 163 p. $2.50. 
Into this story of a teen-age gir’'s experience in camp the author has tried ~ 
to put all the elements that go to make up a typical "series" story. ‘The heroine 
is an orphan who wins a scholarship to an exclusive girl's camp. The other campers. 
include the usual rich, spoiled and snobbish girl, the wholesome girl who is “un- . 
touched by her wealth,” and a few inbetween who can't quite decide which side they 
are on. The heroine makes mistakes which bring down upon her head the scorn of the 
rich girl. However, she compensates for this by (1) winning the attentions of the 
most eligible male in a nearby boys camp, (2) finding a lost trophy and bringing 
about its return, (3) impressing the most famous voice teacher in the country so 
that he takes her under his wing - even to the extent of taking her and her younger 
bfother into his home, (4) saving the life of the rich girl - who promptly reforms 
amid floods ae tears, and finally (5) winning the camp award for showing most 
aptitude! camping part is good! 


Rowlett, Margaret. When Cricket was little; written and illus. by Margaret Rowlett. 
Aladdin books , cl95. 43 De $2. OO Keer. 2. 

Designed for young children to read by themselves, this book.tells of the | 
activities. of a little girl who lived in a log cabin years ago. There is some 
comparison between "then and now" and the simple brightly-colored pictures are the | 
kind that children themselves make to illustrate their stories. ‘The story seems 
unduly long, the vocabulary and some of the concepts towards the end quite 
difficult for a beginning reader (e.g., possums, churning, MAYDPOPS y etc.). Itis | 
doubtful whether a child could read the book by. himself before the end of the second 
or beginning of the hind E apee 





Schneider, Herman, . Let's look’ inaide 2 our ibe 5 by Herman. and Nina Schneider; 


with illus. by Barbara Ivins. Scott, .ol 39 p. Gr. 3-5: (D3). | 
A similar book to "Let's find out" (W.R. Scott, 1946). “Homely experiments 
designed to help the child understand the physics involved in the water, heat and 
light of a house. Very simple and clear although an overdose of "you" and "your 
wonderful house" is a little trying on adults. 
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Skrebitsky, Georgi. White birds isl 3; translated from the Russian by Zine Voynow; 
illus. by Henry C. Pitz. Knopf, cl948.. 84 p. $2.00, 

Two brothers, the older adventuresome and a leader and the younger more timid 
and following, discover an island and decide to build a raft so that they can 
explore it "like Robinson Crusoe." ‘They find a jungle-like sanctuary for birds and 
revel in the beauties of nature unmolested by civilization. Fate in the shape of 
@ runaway raft causes them to spend the night there, causing anxious hours both for 
themselves and their mother who has been somewhat deceived as to their whereabouts. 
The wonders of nature and suspense combine to make a readable story. Peter's 
thoughtlessness towards his mother is probably typical of many boys his age (Tom 
Sawyer was no different!) but it is evident at the close of the book that this will 


doubtless be his pattern of life and Jack will probably follow after despite his 
misgivings. 
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Stevenson, Augusta. Anthony Wayne, daring boy; illus. by Paul Laune. Bobbs-Merrill, 
ol948. 166 p. $1.75 Gr. 3-5. 

There is no real biography of "Mad" Anthony Wayne for young people and if his 
military contribution to. the Revolution is sufficiently important a-more factual 
account might be desirable rather than this highly fictionized account of his boy- 
hood. Only the last chapter deals with his activities as a Revolutionary General, - 
and in a highly effusive and sentimental style. Perhaps, if material is needed, a 
more factual biography might be considered. 





The Teen-age Library. Lantern press. $2.50 each. | 

Nine short story collections in this series were published in 1948. Five are 
anthologies and the other four are collected stories of one author. On the whole 
the anthologies seem preferable because different authors provide a wider variety 
in style and plot. The stories are uneven in merit but tend to follow a set formula 
in which the hero solves his problem or achieves his goal against great odd. Action 
must be so compressed that successful outcomes arrive too quickly and there is 
little opportunity. for convincing character development. Each story is action- 
packed but not sufficiently realistic to appeal above the junior high school level 
and the formula become boring if too many of them are read at one sitting. All the 
fourteen collections in this series are slanted to boy readers and may serve the 
purpose of reaching those who avoid tackling a long story. Titles not previously 
reviewed in the Bulletin are; 


Combs, Charles. Teen-age adventure stories 
; 20 simply written stories in which the: hero successfully overcomes the 


obstacles and achieves either a moral, mental or physical conquest. Plots 
seem stereotyped and numerous clichés detract from style of writing. 


Thomas, David, ed. Teen-age seas stories. 252 p. $2.50 Gr. 6-8 

13 stories chiefly from “Boy's Lite." Plots are exciting but character- 
ization weak. A number of them deal with phases of naval service and contain 
a bit of recruiting, such as "Our country and this ship can always use young 





men who have ideas." The Gilson, Hinternhoff, Strong and White stories. are 

best, although White's is inferior to his "Lions Paw” and Gilson's needs a 

full-length book for the telling. Compare book with the Herzberg Anthology 
. (see January 1949 Service Bulletin). 


Samson, Don, ed. Teen-age aviation stories. 252 p. $2.50 Gr. 6-8. 
18 stories drawn largely from "The Open Road” and "Boy's Life," and 
depicting a great variety of flying experiences. Not too realistic. 
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ow, Irving. Teen-age Boy Scout stories; illus. by Ronald Gaschke. 256 p. 
2.50 Gr. 5-7. 
13 stories based cn Boy Scout training with plots racing to fast 
finishes. The Boy Scout lessons seem tacked on as necessary af Senote to 
sensational adventure. 





Owen, Frank, ed. Teen-age foothell stories. 252 p. $2.50 Gr. 6-8, 

16 tales of Pootbsli action, pexsonality problems eta. ulsimitely satis- 
factory adjustments. Tend to reflect the rules of good sportsmanship and 
problems of teen-age boys but not always convincing. One reader, gemantet 
that every story dealt with the backfield of the team. . 














Owen, Frank, ed. Teen-age stories cf action, 255 p, $2.50 jhe. 
“Action used troadiy to include 15 stories of widely varied theme, - 

‘pioneer Life, sea, horees, sports, skiing, etc. The varied themes and many 

authors make this one of the dest in the series. 


Tousey, Sanford. Davy Crockett; hero of the Alamo; story and pictures by Sanford 
Tousey. Whitman, cl015. US p. $1.50 Gr. 3-5 (Maturer interest level). 

Tousey applies his simple style and colorful pictures to biosraphy. The 
subject matter and the exciting action require a maturer reader with more background 
than the simple text suggests. Therefore, it seems as though this book will provide 
reading material for the junior high school student who is reading at third or - 
fourth grade level. 
























Walter, George. The steam shovel that wouldn't cat dirt; illus. by Roger Duvetein, 
-Aleddin books, ci9lS. 20 p. $1.50 i-gr. 2 (DIOL). 
ee personified steam shovel does his job and does it well until a emall. boy 
gives him the idea that “eating dirt" is not the thing to do. Only after he has 
tried other "fare" to the consternation of many, does he discover that what is _ 
typical of and good for one may not be just-right for another. lots of fun to read 
and a few basic truths in the acta 





Weest y Edith Lucie. royal 3 chess for young people; illus. by B. arwaidhe 
Smith. Vanguard, ae. 64 p geen $2.50 jeshea. 

An interesting Yee bye chess for the beginner. The board is compared - 
to a battle field and the duties of the various pieces are explained. Diagrams in: 
the:-back of the book help to illustrate the moves. For best results an actual board 
and set. should be used with the book. It will. not be used widely but will appeal to 
a& small group of children for whom the intricacies will offer real challenge. There 
are six games and twelve problems with solutions. Attractive red and white 
illustrations in keeping with the "royal game.” 


Wilsen,. Hazel. Island summer; illus. by Richard Floethe. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
C1949, 174 p. $2.00 Gr. 4-6. (D373 D6‘) . 

West met East when the Dustin Family returned from Colorado to Pine Island - 
off the coast of Maine, where Mrs. Dustin had: spent her summers as a chiid. As the 
Dustin children learn the ways of boats and water they provide enough excitement - 
through their mishaps to make a‘memorable summer. Add to these a real tiger hunt 
and the summer becomes one they don't quickly forget. Mr. Dustin has mare difficulty 
than the rest of the family in adjusting to a new way .of life. However, even he 
comes to realize that each section of the country has its own. special qualities - 
good and bad. As in the author's earlier book - the family relations are real and 
human - neither parents nor children are unusually good or bad. 
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Instructional Materials, Supplementary Reading and Sources of Material. 


Dale, Edgar and Chall, Jeanne S. "The concept of readability." Elementary English 
26: 19-26 (January, 1949). 


Eisenberg, Phillip and Krasno, Hecky. Guide to children's records;... recorded 
stories, songs and music. Crown, 1948. $2.00. 
An up-to-date list of records for children - albums annotated and arranged by 
age groups. Introductory material on the selection and use of records found help- 
ful to teachers and to parents. 


Junior Town Meeting League; an international organization to foster discussion of 
current affairs by youth. 400 South Front Street, Columbus 15, Ohio. 
Has produced excellent, helpful material in this area; e.g., "Make youth 
discussion conscious," "Selected transcripts of junior town meetings" and “Teaching 
current events.” Write for a price list. 


N.E.A. Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development. Build America 
textbook series. Now published by The Grolier Society, cl948. 5 v. $29.75 
(with library and school discount, $19.75). 

Designed for grades 7-9. Each volume contains ten 32 page units with a 
bibliography and study guide for each. The subjects covered are: The eastern 
hemisphere, U.S. history, geography and civics, industries and ocqupations. 

The extensive discussion of Hues America as curriculun material in 
California has drawn considerable attention to set (see Educational Leadership 
for December, 1948). We were pleased to receive the 1948 edition from the publishers 
and examine it again. It still seems to us to be excellent instructional material, - 
a very good starting point in the study of American life and problems, from which 
the expert teacher can lead the students into fruitful exploration. 

We asked some of our social studies teachers to re-examine the set and give 
their comment. They find that it provides a good overall survey of each subject 
in a remarkably small amount of text, - simple in style but by no means “watered.” 
The topical arrangement is helpful and the illustrations in themselves are a rich 
instructional tool. In fact, the pictures are so "full" in some cases in 
comparison with the text that the teachers must be skillful in guiding to their 
maximum interpretation and use. Building America's chief functions are as an 
interest-getter, a starting point for units in modern problems, community problems 
and American history and as a promoter in the use of other materials. In line with 
this, we feel that the bibliographies do not have enough in them for the students 
themselves and should be amplified by reference work in the library. A comparison 
with the 1942 edition shows that the new set is revised in line with the current 
scene. The question naturally arises as to whether to purchase the new edition if 
an earlier one is on hand. It is not absolutely necessary, although the older 
pictures, figures and some textual material do seem dated in comparison with the 
1948 set. The memory span (in retrospect) of the junior high school student is 
remarkably short and it is too bad to lose some of the motivating interest because 
of antiquated pictures. 

Concerning the debate about its use in California (see "The righ to find out" 
California Library Committee on Tmteectuat Freedom, June, 1948) one of our 
teachers has this to say: 

Our democracy is weak indeed if we have to censor and fear such material 
as the eee America series, It is my frank opinion that the series is one of 
the finest attempts made by educators to approach intelligently the crucial problems 
that face us today. 
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Text, photography, and layout are in line with contemporary concepts of 
what constitutes an interesting textbook. It is to be noted that the text cannot be 
used as a substitute for the teacher. Even the Declaration of Independence becomes 
a highly subversive document left in the hands of the immature and- unintelligent. 

All is neither black or white in this world and the authors frankly 
recognize this fact. This series, used skillfully, should make youngsters appreciate 
America rather than look for something better. The section on Russia makes the 
stark admission that Russia does exist in this world - something that others are 
afraid to note. As a teacher I would be willing to use the Building America series 
and I think that at the completion of the term the youngsters would be loyal 
Americans with a real understanding of the worth and power of Democracy. 


A. Schwartz, 
University of Chicago Laboratory School 


Sattley, Helen R. Children's books about foreign countries; evaluations and re- 
evaluations. Blementary English 26:12-18, 26 (January, 1949). 


Schoenoff, H. Poster-making in the elementary school, Row, Peterson, 1948, $1.00. 
A guide to poster-making in the grades. Covers poster design, lettering, 


perspective drawing, and coloring. Each step is illustrated with marginal sketches. 
Useful also on the high school level. 


U.S. Office of Education (Pamphlet) Intellectual abilities in the adolescent period. 
No. 6, 1948 Bulletin. 


Boys and Girls Week, April 30 to May 7. 
Theme: Building for citizenship. 
The 1949 poster, which outlines plans for observance and a Manual of 
Suggestions are available from: National Boys and Girls Week Committee 
Room 950, 35 East Wacker Drive 
Chicago 1, Illinois. 

















